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hearled man, but a religious fanatic. Sword
in one hand, and Koran in the other, his
armies invaded the Punjab, and occupied the
city of Lahore. Hindu idols were trampled
in the dust, temples converted into mosques,
Sanskrit and Pali manuscripts were destroyed,
and declared to be works of the devil. But
the Moslem conquest of Hindustan was not
complete until two hundred years later.

Hindi, far from being crushed, flourished
in the vanquished provinces where once
Magadhi was spoken. At present, it com-
mands a wider linguistic area than any other
Hindu vernacular, just as Magadhi did in
olden times. Languages have their rise and
fall like individuals and nations. When
Magadhi shrunk to a local patois, her
daughter Pali had risen to high distinction
in the Buddhist Church, and Hindi was yet
in the making. Pali and Hindi are sisters,
the former being a priestly tongue without
offspring, while the latter has given birth
to Hindustani.

In the thirteenth century, when Moham-
medan Emperors sat on the throne of Delhi,
the Tartars, a second plague of Huns, swept
over Asia and Europe. Chenghiz Khan,
their indomitable chief, had led them from